History 152 Second Semester Essay Final
Directions:  Read the essay questions below.  Then choose one to answer.  Please remember to follow regular essay guidelines—a formal introduction, appropriate paragraph usage, formal writing (no first-person references) and a formal conclusion.  Most importantly, provide as many examples and pieces of evidence as possible (including documents studied) in order to adequately state your case.  Include any and all appropriate references to documents analyzed this semester.  Last, keep in mind that the “sub-questions” below each essay topic are merely provided for focus and guidance.  Do NOT treat them as a checklist when composing your essay!  Instead, synthesize the information for each question into a cohesive, well-written essay.
1. The theme of American land acquisition continued in the post-Civil War years.  The United States obtained land, not only on the American continent, but, for the first time, actively pursued and acquired land outside the borders of the country.  Summarize and evaluate American land acquisition in the post-Civil War time period.  Think about:
a. Where, how and why was this land acquired?  
b. What are specific examples?
c. Who were influential individuals in this topic?  How did they impact American actions/decisions?
d. Explain the effects (both good and bad, past and present) of these actions.

2. This semester also witnessed the full evolution of the American economy thanks to the Second Industrial Revolution.  This event catapulted the United States into the lead industrial power in the world and generated numerous social, political and economic effects, both good and bad.  Detail the completion of the metamorphosis of the American economy during the Second Industrial Revolution.  In doing so, be sure to address the following areas:
a. What caused the Industrial Revolution?  How did each do so?
b. What benefits and detriments did it provide America?  
c. How did it change American society?  The American political system?  Education?
d. Why were some opposed to the society it created?  What reforms did they advocate and why?
e. In what ways did it lay the foundation for modern America?
(Questions 3 and 4 on back)


3. Despite obtaining their freedom during Reconstruction, many African Americans were systematically denied their constitutional rights.  White Americans colluded in a variety of ways to prevent African Americans from receiving and exercising basic civil liberties.  Discuss the evolution of the Civil Rights movement in post-Civil War America.  In doing so, answer the following questions:
a. In what ways did white Americans actively seek to deny African Americans civil rights?  What were some key events, people or organizations?
b. How did African Americans begin to organize themselves in an attempt to fight these injustices?
c. What major events, people or organizations slowly turned the tide of public sentiment away from segregation and discrimination to integration and tolerance?
d. What other groups were subjected to discrimination?  How?  Why?
e. Evaluate the importance of this movement on American history and to American society today.

4. The Cold War was an extremely formative, important and long event in American (and world) history.  It not only dominated American foreign policy in post-World War II years, but fundamentally changed the world and America forever.  Analyze and evaluate America’s role in the Cold War.  Address the following areas:
a. What is the Cold War, and why did it begin?
b. In what ways did the Cold War affect American foreign policy?  What were some fundamental American assumptions/beliefs?  Give specific examples.
c. How and why did the Cold War become “hot?”  Discuss specific examples.
d. Who were important figures/leaders in this struggle?  What specific events demonstrate the tension between the two sides?
e. How and why did the Cold War end?
f. Evaluate the effect of the Cold War on America and the world.  Why was it so important?
